
Environmental Approvals and 
Guidelines for Renewable Energy 

Projects in Saskatchewan 

 
Alberta and Saskatchewan Renewable Energy Finance Summit – June 3, 2016 

 
Erika Ritchie, Assistant Deputy Minister 

Environmental Protection Division 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment 



Presentation Overview 

• Environmental approval 
process for renewable 
energy projects 

 

• New guidelines for wind               
energy projects in 
Saskatchewan 

 

• Saskatchewan climate 
change update 



Introduction 

• Approximately 25% of 
Saskatchewan’s power is  
from renewable sources  

 

• Saskatchewan expanding its 
renewable energy portfolio 

 

• 50% renewables by 2030 



Environmental Assessment 

• Environmental Assessment (EA) is a process used to 
assess and predict the environmental effects of a 
proposed project before it is carried out  
 

• The Saskatchewan process is formalized through The 
Environmental Assessment Act 
 

• Ensures that development in Saskatchewan proceeds 
with suitable environmental safeguards in a manner 
that is broadly understood by the public 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environmental Approval Process 

Technical Proposal 
Screening 

Ministerial 
Determination – 
with terms and 

conditions 

Environmental 
Impact Assessment 

(EIA) *if required 

* Ministerial 
Decision – section 

15 of The 
Environmental 
Assessment Act 

Permitting / 
Licensing 



Environmental Impact Assessment 

• Includes a series of legislated and policy steps 

 
• Provides both technical experts and the public an 

opportunity to review project details 

 
• Information collected from public and government 

reviewers informs Minister’s decision to: 
o Approve the project with terms and conditions; or 

o Refuse to approve the project 



Compliance Assurance 

• The Environmental Assessment Act includes measures for 
compliance assurance: 
o Ability to investigate compliance with proponent commitments, 

and approval terms and conditions 

o Strong deterrent for non-compliance 

 

• Compliance will be monitored 
through on-site inspections 

• Periodic compliance audits may 
also be performed 



Other Applicable Legislation and Guidelines 

• The Environmental Management and Protection Act, 
2010 
o The Hazardous Substance and Waste Dangerous Goods 

Regulations 
o Aquatic Habitat Protection Permit 

 
• The Wildlife Act, 1998 

o Rare Species Survey Protocols 
o Activity Restriction Guidelines for Sensitive Species 

 
• The Heritage Property Act 

 



Policy Guidelines for  
Wind Energy Development 

 

• A mitigation framework under 
development since 2011 aims 
to: 
o give industry more regulatory 

certainty  
o increase efficiency in achieving 

environmental outcomes 
o lower proponent costs, reduce 

delays and improve 
environmental outcomes in 
developments  



Mitigation Defined … 

Mitigation is a process for 
managing development 
impacts through the 
application of a step-wise 
progression of actions to 
avoid, minimize and 
offset adverse effects, 
followed by monitoring to 
ensure goals are met over 
time 



Application to Wind Energy Development 

• SaskPower introduced to framework in 2015 

 

• Wind energy project siting guideline based on 
mitigation framework 

 

• CanWEA and other industry consulted 

 

• Siting guideline gives consistent guidance to wind 
energy project proponents 



Policy Guidelines  

• Hierarchy of effort descends from 
avoidance through minimization to 
offsets/compensation 

• Avoidance zones based on ecological 
risk and public concern 

• Site-specific avoidance of native land 
cover strongly encouraged 

• Pre- and post-construction 
monitoring requirements 
comparable to Alberta  



Saskatchewan’s Approach to Climate Change 

Saskatchewan believes climate change is real, 
serious and caused by human activity. 

 

We are not an outlier in the national debate. 
We are at the forefront of any meaningful 
national discussion about climate change. 

 

Saskatchewan is positioning itself to be a global 
leader in developing transformational clean 
energy technology such as carbon capture and 
storage and renewable energy sources. 



Saskatchewan’s balanced approach 

• An emphasis on adaptation: developing, 
adopting and implementing policies and 
practices to help the province adjust to 
changing climate conditions; 

• An emphasis on innovation and 
technology to reduce global GHG 
emission; 

• An emphasis on mitigation measures 
that are regionally flexible and maintain 
our competitiveness as a trading nation. 

• Economic impact assessments of all 
measures that do not weaken an already 
struggling economy. 



Conclusion 

• Expansion of renewable energy 
sources, including wind power, 
will reduce GHG emissions 
significantly.  

 

• Saskatchewan GHG compliance 
mechanisms and carbon pricing 
will be developed as pan-
Canadian climate framework is 
implemented.    
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