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8:30 Coffee & Registration

8:55 Introductory Remarks

Adrienne Baker, Director, CANADIAN CLEAN ENERGY CONFERENCES

9:00 Opening Keynote: Realizing Alberta’s Climate and Renewable Energy Goals 

The Honourable Shannon Phillips, Minister of Environment and Parks, GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA

9:20 Keynote: Towards 50% Renewables by 2030: Current Milestones and Developments

The Honourable Dustin Duncan, Minister of Environment, GOVERNMENT OF SASKATCHEWAN 

NEXT STEPS FOR ALBERTA AND SASKATCHEWAN’S COMPETITIVE BIDS 

9:40 Session 1: Next Steps for Alberta and Saskatchewan’s Competitive Bids 

Developers and investors are eager to gain clarity on the pipelines, timelines and selection criteria of future rounds 
to meet Alberta and Saskatchewan’s ambitious renewables targets for 2030. This session will offer the very latest 
details from system operators on current and future competitive bids for new renewables generation. 

ALBERTA’S REP - HIGHLIGHTS FROM YEAR ONE AND A LOOK AHEAD

9:40 Keynote: Alberta’s Renewable Electricity Program (REP) – Highlights from Year One and a Look Ahead

• How are the results of Round 1 shaping renewable electricity investment in Alberta?
• What impact could this have on future rounds of the REP?
• How does the integration of renewables fit with the long-term outlook for electricity supply and demand?
Mike Law, Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, ALBERTA ELECTRIC SYSTEM OPERATOR (AESO) 

10:00 Interactive Audience Q&A 

10:10 Networking Break 

IMPLEMENTING SASKPOWER’S RENEWABLES ROADMAP

10:40 Keynote: Implementing SaskPower’s Renewables Roadmap

Tim Eckel, Vice President of Asset Management, Planning and Sustainability, SASKPOWER

11:00 Interactive Audience Q&A
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ASSESSING THE INVESTMENT LANDSCAPE FOR RENEWABLES IN WESTERN CANADA

11:10 Session 2: Assessing the Investment Landscape for Renewables in Western Canada

This session will bring together leading debt and equity providers to give their candid views on the current renewa-
bles investment environment in Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
• How do renewables finance leaders view the investment opportunities in Alberta and Saskatchewan?
• What has been the experience of procurement roll outs for these provinces?
• What key conclusions are finance leaders drawing from the first round of winning projects in Alberta?
• Are there remaining contract concerns under these first competitive bids?
• Do lenders see the contract for difference model remaining for future REP rounds?
• Is there an appetite for financing renewables projects outside of the REP program in Alberta? 
• What concerns are there over political uncertainty and how is this being factored into investment decisions? 
• How do lenders see the model or criteria for renewables procurement changing for future rounds?
• What role is carbon pricing expected to play in driving additional opportunities for renewables in the region? 
• What key market signals are lenders watching to determine the size and scope of future investment options in 

these provinces?
Chair: Grant Sprague, Associate Council, MILLER THOMSON
Chris Moscardelli, Director, Energy Project Finance, SOCIETE GENERALE
Damien Duprey, Director, BMO CAPITAL MARKETS
Robert Nicholson, Managing Director, Energy and Power Group, RBC CAPITAL MARKETS 
Josh Dale, Vice President, Project Finance, Americas, RABOBANK 
Giovanni Strazzullo, Executive Director, Project Finance, Infrastructure, Power & Utilities, CIBC
John Niedermier, Managing Director, NATIONAL BANK FINANCIAL 

12:00 Audience Q&A 

ESTABLISHING A FRAMEWORK FOR INDIGENOUS PARTNERSHIPS

12:10 Session 3: Establishing a Framework for Indigenous Partnerships 

With a stakeholder process currently underway, the Alberta Government is working to establish a process to en-
courage indigenous community participation in large-scale renewables projects. While the criteria and framework 
have yet to be finalized, indigenous participation will undoubtedly play a key role in future renewable energy project 
success in this market. This panel will offer the latest updates on the process to establish a framework to encourage 
indigenous participation.
• What are the current opportunities for indigenous communities to lead or partner on large-scale renewables in Alberta? 
• What key criteria would communities like to see to encourage indigenous participation on large-scale renewables? 
• What models have worked in other jurisdictions to successfully incentivize indigenous participation in large-scale 

renewables?
• How do different communities see the benefits and drawbacks of participating in large-scale renewables?  
• What goals do indigenous communities currently have for renewable energy projects and how does this fit with 

Alberta’s renewable energy targets?  
• Insight on how the stakeholder process is evolving in Alberta - what are the next steps?  
• What advice would community experts offer project developers looking to partner on large-scale renewables?  
Chair: Dione McGuinness, Engagement Lead, BRITT LAND & ENGAGEMENT 
Lee Ahenakew, Former CEO, FIRST NATIONS POWER AUTHORITY
Vickie Wetchie, Economic Development Officer, GREEN ARROW RENEWABLES 
Makiinima Roy Fox, Chief, BLOOD TRIBE 
Crystal Lameman, Environment and Climate Policy Analyst, CONFEDERACY OF TREATY SIX FIRST NATIONS
Cheryl Cardinal, President and CEO, INDIGENOUS CENTER OF ENERGY
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12:50 Q&A with Session Speakers

1:00 1:00 Networking Lunch 

EVOLVING BUSINESS STRATEGIES FOR ALBERTA’S NEW ENERGY LANDSCAPE 

2:00 Session 4: Evolving Business Strategies for Alberta’s New Energy Landscape

Alberta’s electricity industry is in a state of transition as a result of the introduction of a capacity market, the carbon 
levy, and significant changes planned to the supply mix including the retirement of coal and procurement of new 
renewables, gas-fired and cogeneration projects. This panel will bring together senior energy leaders to discuss 
current business strategies and outlooks for this changing marketplace.
• How are business strategies evolving given the changing dynamics of Alberta’s power market?
• What key concerns or uncertainties are affecting business development in the province?
• What plans are developing for restructuring current assets and capitalizing on new generation opportunities?
• How is pool price performance being factored into new investment decisions and strategic plans?
• How do energy leaders see the introduction of a capacity payment changing market dynamics?
• How is the carbon levy impacting energy investment decisions and market dynamics?
• Energy leaders’ views on how the upcoming election could impact business strategies 
Chair: Sarah Simmons, Manager, Generation and Emerging Sectors, POWER ADVISORY LLC
 Mark Zimmerman, Senior Vice President, Corporate Development and Commercial Services, CAPITAL POWER 
Brett Gellner, Chief Investment Officer, TRANSALTA
Dale Friesen, Vice President, Government and Indigenous Relations & Sustainability, ATCO

2:40 Audience Q&A with Session Speakers

NEXT STEPS IN REALIZING RENEWABLES SUCCESS IN ALBERTA & SASKATCHEWAN

2:50 Next Steps in Realizing Renewables Project Success in Alberta & Saskatchewan

Grant Sprague, Associate Council, MILLER THOMSON
Chad Eggerman, Partner, MILLER THOMSON

3:10 Networking Break

TRANSMISSION AND INTERCONNECTION CAPACITY FOR REP FUTURE ROUNDS

3:40 Session 5: Transmission and Interconnection Capacity for REP Future Rounds

The first round of Alberta’s REP required renewables project proponents to be advanced in the connection queue. 
Now proponents are seeking clarity on what the transmission and interconnection requirements will be for future 
rounds and where the best opportunities will be to connect. This session will provide the latest updates on evolving 
plans for integrating renewables from Alberta’s transmission and distribution leaders. 
• How are transmission and distribution leaders weighing the benefits of adding different renewables resources?
• What are the main challenges in trying to integrate and connect additional renewables?
• How does transmission and interconnection capacity line up currently with renewables resource availability?
• How are transmission and interconnection processes expected to evolve for future REP rounds?
• What plans are developing for improving transmission and distribution systems to facilitate the integration of ad-

ditional renewables under REP?
Chair: David Warner, Development Manager, EDF EN CANADA
Jerry Mossing, Vice President, Transmission, ALBERTA ELECTRIC SYSTEM OPERATOR (AESO)
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Todd Dettling, Vice President of Customer Service, FORTISALBERTA
Jana Mosley, Vice President, Grid Transformation & Business Operations, ENMAX
Barry Goy, Senior Vice President, Strategic Initiatives, ATCO ELECTRIC

4:20 Q&A with Session Speakers 

DEVELOPERS’ VIEWS ON MARKET OPPORTUNITIES AND RISKS

4:30 Session 6: Developers’ Views on Renewables Market Opportunities and Risks

Following the announcement of the first round of winners under Alberta’s REP and the ongoing progress of  
SaskPower’s wind and solar procurements, developers are now looking to position themselves for success in future 
competitive bids. This panel will offer critical insight from renewables leaders on market opportunities in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan and the key areas of risk and uncertainty shaping business strategies for the provinces. 
• What are developers’ views on the first phases of these competitive bids? 
• What informative conclusions can be drawn from the results of REP Round 1 in Alberta?
• What has been the experience of navigating project permitting and land-use rules in these markets?
• Are there remaining areas of concern that require clarity from the first rounds?
• What type of feedback have developers had from lenders on current and future projects?
• Aside from price, what selection criteria do proponents think will play a role in future rounds?
• Developers’ views on how the upcoming election in Alberta is impacting business strategies 
• What further program details and market signals would assist developers in determining investment strategies for 

these provinces?
• What opportunities do project proponents see for renewables in Western Canada outside of government-lead pro-

curements - i.e. commercial PPAs, merchant market projects etc.? 
Chair: Bonnie Hiltz, Director, Power and Utilities, SUSSEX STRATEGY GROUP  
Ben Greenhouse, Vice President, Business Development, POTENTIA RENEWABLES
Tracy Stoddard, Vice President, Business Development, ACCIONA 
Bill Christensen, Vice President, Corporate Development, BHE CANADA
Pascal Brun, President, ENEL GREEN POWER CANADA

5:10 Q&A with Session Speakers

5:20 Networking Drinks 
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Todd Dettling, Vice President of Customer Service, FORTISALBERTA
Jana Mosley, Vice President, Grid Transformation & Business Operations, ENMAX
Barry Goy, Senior Vice President, Strategic Initiatives, ATCO ELECTRIC

4:20 Q&A with Session Speakers 

DEVELOPERS’ VIEWS ON MARKET OPPORTUNITIES AND RISKS

4:30 Session 6: Developers’ Views on Renewables Market Opportunities and Risks

Following the announcement of the first round of winners under Alberta’s REP and the ongoing progress of  
SaskPower’s wind and solar procurements, developers are now looking to position themselves for success in future 
competitive bids. This panel will offer critical insight from renewables leaders on market opportunities in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan and the key areas of risk and uncertainty shaping business strategies for the provinces. 
• What are developers’ views on the first phases of these competitive bids? 
• What informative conclusions can be drawn from the results of REP Round 1 in Alberta?
• What has been the experience of navigating project permitting and land-use rules in these markets?
• Are there remaining areas of concern that require clarity from the first rounds?
• What type of feedback have developers had from lenders on current and future projects?
• Aside from price, what selection criteria do proponents think will play a role in future rounds?
• Developers’ views on how the upcoming election in Alberta is impacting business strategies 
• What further program details and market signals would assist developers in determining investment strategies for 

these provinces?
• What opportunities do project proponents see for renewables in Western Canada outside of government-lead pro-

curements - i.e. commercial PPAs, merchant market projects etc.? 
Chair: Bonnie Hiltz, Director, Power and Utilities, SUSSEX STRATEGY GROUP  
Ben Greenhouse, Vice President, Business Development, POTENTIA RENEWABLES
Tracy Stoddard, Vice President, Business Development, ACCIONA 
Bill Christensen, Vice President, Corporate Development, BHE CANADA
Pascal Brun, President, ENEL GREEN POWER CANADA

5:10 Q&A with Session Speakers

5:20 Networking Drinks 

8:30 Coffee and breakfast

9:00 Chair’s Opening Remarks

Adrienne Baker, Director, CANADIAN CLEAN ENERGY CONFERENCES

THE POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE UPCOMING ELECTION ON ENERGY POLICY

9:10 Session 7: The Potential Impacts of the Upcoming Election on Energy Policy

With an election coming up in 2019, and the main opposition party calling for an end to the carbon levy, political 
uncertainty is a top concern for lenders and developers investing in Alberta’s renewables pipeline. This session will 
bring together top political strategists to provide their informed views on what the election could mean for energy 
policy and the timeline for renewables adoption.
• Insight on voter support for existing energy and climate policies - how are these issues tracking in the polls?
• How is the current government positioning the success of the Climate Leadership Plan and renewables progress?
• What can be inferred from the opposition’s current stance on the carbon levy and energy policy?
• At this stage in the election cycle, what could political change mean for renewables
• What other policies affecting renewables could be up for review by either party post-election?
• What important developments, in other provinces or federally, could change the opposition’s stance on carbon 

and renewables in the coming months?
• How is the upcoming election shaping the timeline for additional renewables?
• How is political uncertainty affecting renewables investment in the province?
• What advice would political experts offer lenders and developers looking to position themselves for success in 

this market?
Chair: Robert Hornung, President, CANWEA 
David Herle, Principal Partner, GANDALF GROUP
Brock Harrison, Vice President of Operations, ALBERTA ENTERPRISE GROUP
David Timm, Vice President, Energy and Environment Practice, SUSSEX STRATEGY GROUP
Stephen Carter, President and Campaign Strategies Specialist, QED MARKETING
Janet Brown, Principal, JANET BROWN OPINION RESEARCH

9:50 Q&A with Session Speakers

THE EVOLUTION OF ALBERTA’S POWER MARKET AND LIKELY IMPACTS FOR RENEWABLES

10:00 The Evolution of Alberta’s Power Market and the Likely Impacts for Renewables

• How is the introduction of a capacity market expected to affect renewables generation?
• The outlook and key takeaways from current pool price expectations
• How might transmission capacity developments impact new renewables generation?
Allen Crowley, Vice President, Regulatory & Studies, EDC ASSOCIATES

10:20 Networking Break
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THE ROLE OF PRIVATE EQUITY IN MEETING AMBITIOUS RENEWABLE ENERGY GOALS

10:50 Session 8: The role of Private Equity in Meeting Ambitious Renewable Energy Goals

Private equity capital is expected to play a strong role in financing new renewable energy projects under Alberta and 
Saskatchewan’s current and future competitive bids. This session will bring together private equity leaders with 
dedicated infrastructure and energy-focused investment vehicles to share their views on financing new renewables 
projects in these markets.
• How do private equity leaders see the investment opportunities evolving in Alberta and Saskatchewan for new 

renewables generation?
• What key concerns do investment leaders have around financing current and future projects?
• What market signals and policy developments will be instrumental in allaying these concerns?
• What are the main takeaways from Alberta’s first round of projects in terms of pricing and future investment?
• How do these renewables projects stack up to other potential energy and infrastructure investments?
• What are some of the emerging trends in private equity financing for renewables that are expected to play a role 

in Western Canadian projects?
• What questions would equity leaders like to see addressed in the next stage of program development in Alberta 

and Saskatchewan?
Chair: Dan Balaban, President and CEO, GREENGATE POWER
Cedric Lucas, Director, Energy & Infrastructure, KKR
Juan Caceres, Vice President and Senior Investment Director, AXIUM INFRASTRUCTURE
Darren Eurich, Managing Director and Head Project Finance, ATB FINANCIAL
Robert Van Belle, Founding Partner, AGENTIS CAPITAL PARTNERS

11:30 Q&A with Session Speakers

AL & SASK CLIMATE POLICY DEVELOPMENTS AND IMPACTS FOR RENEWABLES

11:40 Alberta and Saskatchewan Climate Policy Developments and the Impacts for 
Renewables 

Lisa DeMarco, Senior Partner, DEMARCO ALLAN

12:00 Networking Lunch

CORPORATE PPAS AND UTILITY-SCALE SOLAR

1:00 Realizing Alberta’s First Utility-Scale Solar Project with a Corporate PPA

• Key takeaways from this landmark project with a corporate off-taker 
• What lessons were learned in developing a corporate offtake agreement 
• Successes and challenges in constructing and financing this project  
Jamie Houssian, Principal, ELEMENTAL ENERGY
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THE ROLE OF PRIVATE EQUITY IN MEETING AMBITIOUS RENEWABLE ENERGY GOALS

10:50 Session 8: The role of Private Equity in Meeting Ambitious Renewable Energy Goals

Private equity capital is expected to play a strong role in financing new renewable energy projects under Alberta and 
Saskatchewan’s current and future competitive bids. This session will bring together private equity leaders with 
dedicated infrastructure and energy-focused investment vehicles to share their views on financing new renewables 
projects in these markets.
• How do private equity leaders see the investment opportunities evolving in Alberta and Saskatchewan for new 

renewables generation?
• What key concerns do investment leaders have around financing current and future projects?
• What market signals and policy developments will be instrumental in allaying these concerns?
• What are the main takeaways from Alberta’s first round of projects in terms of pricing and future investment?
• How do these renewables projects stack up to other potential energy and infrastructure investments?
• What are some of the emerging trends in private equity financing for renewables that are expected to play a role 

in Western Canadian projects?
• What questions would equity leaders like to see addressed in the next stage of program development in Alberta 

and Saskatchewan?
Chair: Dan Balaban, President and CEO, GREENGATE POWER
Cedric Lucas, Director, Energy & Infrastructure, KKR
Juan Caceres, Vice President and Senior Investment Director, AXIUM INFRASTRUCTURE
Darren Eurich, Managing Director and Head Project Finance, ATB FINANCIAL
Robert Van Belle, Founding Partner, AGENTIS CAPITAL PARTNERS

11:30 Q&A with Session Speakers

AL & SASK CLIMATE POLICY DEVELOPMENTS AND IMPACTS FOR RENEWABLES

11:40 Alberta and Saskatchewan Climate Policy Developments and the Impacts for 
Renewables 

Lisa DeMarco, Senior Partner, DEMARCO ALLAN

12:00 Networking Lunch

CORPORATE PPAS AND UTILITY-SCALE SOLAR

1:00 Realizing Alberta’s First Utility-Scale Solar Project with a Corporate PPA

• Key takeaways from this landmark project with a corporate off-taker 
• What lessons were learned in developing a corporate offtake agreement 
• Successes and challenges in constructing and financing this project  
Jamie Houssian, Principal, ELEMENTAL ENERGY

NAVIGATING PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS AND POSITIONING SITES FOR SUCCESS

1:20 NAVIGATING PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS AND POSITIONING SITES FOR SUCCESS

• Understanding key biological considerations when permitting a project in these markets
• Using siting considerations to minimize permitting risk
• Addressing and understanding the uncertainties of the operational phase risk
• Case study examples of successful minimization of curtailment risk during the operational phase
Andrew Ryckman, Senior Biologist, NATURAL RESOURCE SOLUTIONS 

FINANCING RENEWABLES PROJECTS WITH FIRST NATIONS PARTNERS

1:40 Session 9: Financing Renewables Projects with First Nations Partners

While the full incentives have yet to be clearly defined, both provinces emphasize the role of indigenous community 
involvement in utility-scale renewables projects under current and future procurements. This session offer expert 
views on successful finance models for these projects.
• What are some of the unique financing challenges of First Nations-partnered projects?
• What do communities and developers value most from these partnerships?
• What finance models have worked for these projects in other jurisdictions?
• What type of risk-assessment and special considerations go into lender’s analysis of these projects?
• What type of financing and partnership structures are lenders most comfortable with for large-scale renewables 

with community partners?
• What sources of additional funding are available for these projects to assist with de-risking?
• What advice would investment leaders offer project proponents and First Nations communities looking to attract 

financing?
Chair: Binnu Jeyakumar, Program Director, Electricity, PEMBINA INSTITUTE
Graham Findlay, General Manager, 3G ENERGY CORP
Ernie Daniels, President and Chief Executive Officer, FIRST NATIONS FINANCE AUTHORITY (FNFA)
Richard Blanchet, Senior Vice President - Western Region, INNERGEX RENEWABLE ENERGY
Chad Eggerman, Partner, MILLER THOMSON
Christine Robertson, President, INDIGENA CAPITAL

2:20 Q&A with Session Speakers

2:30 Conference Close
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